
Dear Discovery Parents and Families:

February was a busy month at Discovery Academy.  We conducted our mid-year Parent
Teacher Conferences, celebrated festive Valentine’s Day Parties and wrapped up our
Wednesday Ski PE Days. We helped support a Winter Fashion Trunk Show and raised
scholarship funds for one of our Discovery Academy families.  I want to thank everyone
who participated in those events.  Your constant support of our teachers and school
programming is one of the main reasons that the school is such a special place for our
students and families.

The end of March will bring the end of the 3rd quarter.  We are approaching the home
stretch of the school year and summer will be here before we know it.  As we look ahead to
March, there are a few things that are of importance for our Discovery Academy families:

23-24 Enrollment - We will be sending out confirmation letters to all families who
indicated they will be returning for the 23-24 school year. For families who are new to
Discovery, and this is their first-time attending Discovery, we will be sending out a more
detailed application that will need to be completed and returned to the school.
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2nd Annual Eric Bertelson Memorial Bingo Night – This year’s event will take place on
Wednesday, April 5th from 5:00 – 9:00 at the Horn and Cantle Restaurant at Lone Mountain
Ranch.  Last year’s event raised over $50,000 to help provide scholarship funds for
Discovery Academy students that best exemplified the values that Eric believed in.   Tickets
went on sale March 1st and will be limited to the first 100 tickets that are sold. More
information about the event can be found on our website under the events tab.

Winter Sports – We will be making the shift to Ice Skating and Nordic Skiing as we look to
wrap up the final 6 weeks of our Winter Sports Program.  During the weeks of February
20th, February 27, and March 6th our students will be ice skating at the ice rink in Town
Center.  For the weeks of March 13th, March 20th, and March 27th, students will be
participating in Nordic Skiing at Lone Mountain Ranch.  Your child’s classroom teacher will
be sending out more information.  We encourage parents to come out and participate in
these wonderful outdoor events.

Summer Programming - Discovery Academy will be offering SOME different programming
over the summer.  It will not be for the entire summer and programs will vary in age and
subject matter.  Once we have more specific information, we reach out to everyone.  Camps
will be for current or incoming Discovery students ONLY.

BASE – As our student’s time at BASE draws to an end, I want to thank Adam and Jennie
Friend for their donation to BASE that made it possible for our students to use the facility
over the past 4 months.  

23-24 Scholarship/Tuition Assistance Funds– This year Big Sky Discovery Academy will
be using a different platform for our allocation of scholarship/tuition assistance funds. 
 The new program is called FACTS.  More information will be sent out as we get closer to
the April 1st launch date.  ALL families who wish to receive scholarship/tuition assistance
funds MUST complete an application.  It is suggested that applications are entered (with
appropriate documentation) and verified by May 1st. 
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Here are a few things that you need to be aware of as we get ready to open the
allocation window:

1.  No allocation amount will be determined by FACTS or the school until all the
appropriate documentation has been submitted and verified by FACTS.
2. Allocations will be based on 2022 tax information.  
3. You are not guaranteed the same amount of tuition assistance for the 23-24 school
year that you were granted for the 22-23 school year.
4. Parents/families who receive tuition assistance are required to volunteer at a
minimum of one fundraising event during the 23-24 school year.  If you do not volunteer,
then you will not be eligible to receive tuition assistance for the following school year.
5. Tuition assistance will be offered on a first come/first served basis.  The sooner your
information is submitted and verified, the more likely you will receive tuition assistance.
6. FACTS will determine the amount of assistance you are eligible to receive based on the
information that you enter into the system in addition to the information that must be
verified before an amount can be awarded.

Mr. Scott Poloff, M.Ed.
Head of Schools
Big Sky Discovery Academy
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IMPORTANT DATES

March 3rd – PD Day – No School for Students
March 16th – PD Day – No School for Students
March 17th – No School
March 28th – End of Block 3
April 5th – Eric Bertelson Memorial Bingo Fundraiser
April 7th – Good Friday – No School
April 10th-15th – Spring Break

Scott 



We are turning into world travelers in the Early Childhood
classroom! We started the month of February by visiting Africa
and learning all about the beautiful animals on that continent. 

The children loved making books about parts of a lion and
studying their habitat. We practiced the puzzle map of Africa to
learn the political borders of countries and admired the flags of
the many different nations in Africa. We love matching the flags
to their countries on the map and making books about Kenya,
Egypt, and South Africa as a class.

This month we will visit South America. We will learn about our
favorite foods that come from the rain forest, the special
traditions and cultures of the people from South America, and
all about Leroy the chinchilla’s habit in the Andes. We can’t wait
to discover all the unique attributes of South America together!

By Lacey Buczala

early childhood



Thank you to all who came for our student-led winter
conferences! This was an exciting way for students to showcase
what they have learned and are proud of. 

We have now completed the telling of the first three Great
Stories. Students have learned about how the universe began,
when life came to earth, and what life was like for early humans.
We will dive into the Fourth Great Story this month: The Story
of Communication and Language. In addition to this, our class
is working on creative writing pieces in Writer’s Workshop.
Many of our students have been introduced to plot structure
and are using what they have learned to outline creative stories
that follow this structure. We are very excited to have everyone
share these stories during “Author’s Chair” upon completion!

Our winter sports will continue throughout March with ice
skating on Wednesday afternoons and nordic skiing on Friday
afternoons. We are still looking for parent volunteers who
would like to join us for nordic! If you are interested in joining,
please reach out via email.  

Finally, Annie Clements has returned to continue teaching
Music on Tuesday afternoons and we are VERY excited to have
her back! Thank you Annie!

By Allie Lindsay

Lower 
Elementary 

Lower Elementary



Our first half of the school year has been an absolute
adventure, and we cannot wait to get started on the
second semester! We are certain that your
Christmas break was both refreshing and revitalizing
for you and your kids. This semester, our monthly
core value is growth mindset, and we’ll focus on a
wide variety of ways in which we can have a growth
mindset in regard to our learning during the new
semester ahead.

The second semester for Upper Elementary brings a
couple of positive changes…including one returning
student who is joining us, one new student, and a
new additional teacher in the classroom! Joining
Miss Deanta will be Miss Ellie Curtis, a familiar face
to many. Miss Ellie worked at Discovery last school
year as a substitute teacher in the elementary
classroom. We are very excited to have her join the
team and are certain that she will contribute very
positively to the learning and growth of UE students! 

Also, during the second semester is the
reintroduction of our highly anticipated winter
sports program, available to all students between the
ages of 4-14. As a class and as a school, we’ll have the
opportunity to go alpine skiing, nordic skiing, and
ice skating once a week for the duration of the
winter season. This year we have some fun changes
to the program, for example, ski PE lessons will be
offered to students at the mountain by a trained
professional each week.

So excited for the new semester ahead and for all
the learning that will take place!

By Deanta Saunders

upper elementary



It’s been a fantastic winter so far! Middle School students have been skiing
hard and working even harder. At the end of the last block, students
wrapped up their capstone project investigating the role food banks play in
our community. 

The Middle School teachers are working to build a curriculum that
cultivates unique skills, and individual interests, and further prepares them
for their next year of study. Block 3 of math will cover geometry topics.
Students will use geometric tools (rulers, compasses, and protractors) to
investigate figures including lines, angles, and polygons. They will finish the
block with a study of transformations, area, and perimeter. 

In their science classes, students are diving into an anatomy and physiology
unit. They have covered anatomical directional terms, body cavities, planes
of the body, the skeletal system, and the muscular system. In the coming
weeks, they will be covering the circulatory system, nervous system, and
endocrine system. 

MIDDLE SCHOOL



In social studies class, students stepped into the role of "detectives" as we
worked to solve the "crime" of the American Revolution. They have
reviewed the outcome of the French and Indian War and its effects in the
series of Acts passed and enforced by the British Parliament. Currently,
they are analyzing primary and secondary documents, or "clues," in order
to understand the actions and responses that lead to an independent
United States. Soon, they will analyze how foundational documents led to
an established government and how the Constitution applies to their daily
lives. 

In this block in English, students will be doing an Unfamiliar Genre Project.
The goal is for students to take ownership of the writing process, empower
young writers as independent thinkers, and allow students to develop a
sense of self as an independent writer. 

In the outdoor education curriculum, the students will be practicing their
ice skating skills once a week. Please remind your students to dress warmly
on Wednesdays. 

Make sure to check out the middle schoolers’ article on the importance of
food banks! 

By Beth Marlington

MIDDLE SCHOOL



During the past eight weeks, the Big Sky Discovery Students have been
researching and helping the Big Sky Community Food Bank. We reached
out to the food bank to set up an interview with the director of the food
bank, Sarah Gaither, where she informed us of ways we can help the
community and Food Bank. 

We decided to make a meal that was easy to heat up, very filling, and high
in protein, but it also needed to taste wonderful. We reached out to
multiple restaurants and decided to work with Lotus Pad to create a great
and healthy dish, yellow curry with chicken. Lotus Pad’s general manager,
Marsha Barker, demonstrated how to make the dish and gave us the
opportunity to cook it on our own. Afterwards, we froze the meal we made,
and later that week delivered it to the food bank.

The Big Sky Community Food Bank is an amazing way to give to the
community and people in need of everyday items. The food bank provides
everyday necessities such as canned meats, vegetables, and fruits. All the
canned food they receive can be expired back to two years (grocery stores
are not legally able to sell these foods even though they are still perfectly
good), so the food bank provides it to the community for free. There are
also fresh foods like frozen meats and milk. The food bank also collects
various soaps from hotels, and warm clothes like pants, shirts, hoodies, and
winter coats. It is the only place in Big Sky with a public washer and dryer.
There is a room with computers and printers that people can use all for
free. 
 Within this opportunity, we learned how to create easier access to food
and clothing for others in our community, by cooking dishes and donating
canned food to the local food bank. We appreciate all the people we worked
with for helping us learn more about food banks, demonstrating how to
cook the food, and assisting us in our mission to supply the food bank with
a nutritious option. We would not have been able to accomplish our goals
of helping the food bank and the community without help from the Lotus
Pad, the Big Sky Community Food Bank, and Big Sky Discovery Academy.

The Importance of Connecting With
Your Community Through Food

 By: Lily Hoeksema, Mac Bertelson, and Carsen McKay 



For children and adults alike, life is all about balance. Here at Discovery, our
high school students are constantly learning how to harmonize their
academic commitments with their out of school pursuits. As I write this, we
have students out at three separate skiing competitions, in freeride skiing,
alpine racing, and nordic skiing. These students must work with their
teachers to build a plan for getting their work done while they compete.
Communication, planning, and time management are essential life skills that
our students are building in their teenage years. We are happy to help our
students figure this process out and support their success in and out of the
classroom. As Albert Einstein said, “life is like riding a bicycle. To keep your
balance, you must keep moving.”

As we move forward, I want to start recognizing our lone senior, Alex Rager.
A unique student in many ways, Alex will be the first high school student to
graduate from Discovery Academy after attending for four years. Even
though Alex is one class away from his required credits, he continues to add
on more courses. On top of his current courses of AP Calculus, Chemistry 2,
and Personal Finance, he chose to add AP Literature and Composition, “just
for fun.” This is the type of academic motivation we love here, and we are
excited for Alex as he wraps up his time at Discovery and moves on to the
great world beyond: college!

By Beth Marlington

high school



march

3 NO SCHOOL FOR STUDENTS PROFESSIONAL
DEVELOPMENT DAY!

16 NO SCHOOL FOR STUDENTS PROFESSIONAL
DEVELOPMENT DAY!

17 NO SCHOOL

28 END OF BLOCK 3



april

5 ERIC BERTELSON MEMORIAL BINGO EVENT
Get your tickets at https://givebutter.com/bigskybingo

7 NO SCHOOL - GOOD FRIDAY!

10 - NO SCHOOL - SPRING BREAK!

15

https://givebutter.com/bigskybingo

